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I

n 2011, this editorial page highlighted the “African Precedent in Frontier
Missiology.”1 The astute missiological reflections of Bediako, Kalu, and
Sanneh from an historic African frontier still seem so applicable to the
frontiers we now face across the 10/40 window. They’ve challenged our settled
Western notions and created a “missiology en route.”

The upcoming Ghana 2013 Global Mission Consultation is a clear indication
that the Africans have arrived in force. African delegates to the Tokyo 2010
Global Mission Consultation conference decided to bring that same spirit and
vision to Africa this coming September.2 One could catch this African energy
and commitment at MANI (Movement for African National Initiatives) 2011.3
After three decades of strategic research and continent-wide initiatives into
unreached peoples, we can expect our African brothers and sisters to offer some
new perspectives under the theme “Discipling the Nations.”
The arc of African missiology is captured in the new autobiography of Lamin
Sanneh, the D. Willis James Professor of World Christianity at Yale University,
reviewed in this IJFM (pp. 148-50). His story makes vividly clear that an indigenous African experience, filtered through the hallowed halls of Edinburgh,
Aberdeen, Harvard and Yale can both broaden and sharpen our Western missiological perspective. While not denying a strong critique of colonial mission
history, Sanneh places greater value on the emergence of indigenous genius in
response to the West. I think we can expect Ghana 2013 to display some of that
genius. Rather than just adding new force to already solidified Western mission
efforts, this consultation may showcase an African missiology in process. The
synergy of African mission leaders and other non-Western participants, most
of them schooled in familiar Western mission theory and terminology, might
expose the flabby assumptions we still carry in the 21st century.
The ferment created by an African “theology en route” back in the 1960s and
1970s4 has proved a valuable infrastructure for their emerging “missiology en
route.” The vitality and variety of approaches to their African-Christian identity in recent decades is impressive,5 leading to what Sanneh coins as “frontier
Christianities.” 6 You catch a sample of that cultural self-actualization in Part II
of Larry Caldwell’s article on ethnohermeneutics (pp. 113-21), where he cites the
creative “chicken theology” of the Builsa people of Ghana. It’s an indigenous
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The IJFM is published in the name of the International Student Leaders Coalition for Frontier Missions, a fellowship of younger leaders committed to
the purposes of the twin consultations of Edinburgh 1980: The World Consultation on Frontier Missions and the International Student Consultation
on Frontier Missions. As an expression of the ongoing concerns of Edinburgh 1980, the IJFM seeks to:
 promote intergenerational dialogue between senior and junior mission leaders;
 cultivate an international fraternity of thought in the development of frontier missiology;
 highlight the need to maintain, renew, and create mission agencies as vehicles for frontier missions;
 encourage multidimensional and interdisciplinary studies;
 foster spiritual devotion as well as intellectual growth; and
 advocate “A Church for Every People.”
Mission frontiers, like other frontiers, represent boundaries or barriers beyond which we must go yet beyond which we may not be able to see
clearly and boundaries which may even be disputed or denied. Their study involves the discovery and evaluation of the unknown or even the
reevaluation of the known. But unlike other frontiers, mission frontiers is a subject specifically concerned to explore and exposit areas and ideas and
insights related to the glorification of God in all the nations (peoples) of the world, “to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God.” (Acts 26:18)
Subscribers and other readers of the IJFM (due to ongoing promotion) come from a wide variety of backgrounds. Mission professors, field missionaries, young adult mission mobilizers, college librarians, mission executives, and mission researchers all look to the IJFM for the latest thinking in
frontier missiology.
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