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our top 5 we would agree, but 100? 
No. How do we deal with diversity 
among ourselves on insider issues? 
What is our basic attitude?

I have to say that the attacking attitude 
is very troubling. That straw men 
are being set up and torn down is 
very problematic. But I think funda-
mentally most of us would say these 
decisions are going to be made by 
the insiders. And what authority do 
those opposing insider movements 
actually think we have, what do they 
really want us to do? I am not lead-
ing any insider movements and I don’t 
think I’m involved with any insider 
movements. I’m involved with inside 
individuals and hoping and praying 
and dreaming of movements. It’s those 
individuals who have to work out these 
things. I was just on the phone with a 
guy in a complex insider situation who 
was asking me “What do I do about 
this?” I said, “You and I can’t do any-
thing about that, but you need to teach 
this guy to wrestle with these things, 
and he has to make the decisions.” 
Don’t expect me to make a decision 
for some guy I have never met. I think 
I have some perspectives for him to 
think about, some of them biblical, 
some of them from other experiences 
and from history and so on. But if we 
are going to produce strong disciples, 
they have to be people who wrestle 
with the Bible and with situations and 
cultures and come up with their own 
answers, and then finally what it comes 
down to is that they have to live with 
the consequences of those decisions.

Floor
I was just thinking, with opposition to 
insider movements, it’s because of our 
own ethnocentricity. I’m not talking 
about the true gospel, but as you see 
discipleship forming within the insider 
movement, there’s probably a maturity 
that comes in with Christ; at least I 
would hope so. Seeing ethnocentric-
ity without hatred; allowing them to 
work it all out in love. IJFM

H. L. Richard
I think that’s very true, and I think 
most people agree with that. The 
problem is, we can’t agree on what 
is tradition and what is good bibli-
cal exegesis. And so some will say, 
“Baptism is tradition, we can do away 
with it” and others will say “No, no, 
no, Baptism is not tradition, but any 
way you want to do it is fine,” but 
still others think the Bible insists on 
baptism being done in one particular 
way. And so when an understand-
ing of the Bible comes in, everyone 
will agree we shouldn’t bring in our 

traditions, but what we don’t agree 
with is just what our traditions are 
versus what actually are the teachings 
of Scripture.

Floor
This narrows down to the difficult issue 
of hermeneutics. We all say, of course, 
that the Bible is our basic revelation 
of God’s character. But how we see 
that obviously is different because one’s 
worldview has cultural lenses.

H. L. Richard
Applying this last comment to the 
previous concern that insiders don’t 
line up with historic traditions of the 
church, could we get an agreed basis 
with those who are “anti-insider”? Can 
we all agree we don’t want to impose 
our particular traditions? Don’t we all 
have to agree that we all have different 
views? I mean, if every one of us listed 
our top 100 points of theological belief, 
we probably wouldn’t get 2 matching 
lists, would we? Hopefully if we put 

Floor
That brings up the matter of how 
insider movements deal with the rest 
of our Christian community. It’s a 
question of ecclesiology. For me, the 
church is whoever is a part of the body 
of Christ. That means an insider 
movement is a church, meeting at 
the mosque or whatever. I notice that 
several of those who attack insider 
movements point out that it’s abso-
lutely critical that believers identify 
with the historic Christian church. So 
it is an ecclesiastical question, isn’t it?

H. L. Richard
That is a major point of diversity 
in views toward insider move-
ments, what ecclesiological views 
we hold, what sacramental practices 
are encouraged or discouraged, and 
then their relation to the traditional 
churches. I feel that from the per-
spective of the Hindu world that this 
is perhaps the main problem, that an 
insider movement is not associated 
with the historical churches, and that 
is offensive to many. What really dis-
turbs me is when Baptists get upset 
about that, and I say, I don’t mind 
Anglicans with their view of sacra-
ments being upset about that, but 
why Baptists would be upset about 
that I find pretty inconsistent.

Floor
I’ve been thinking a lot about this 
over the years. One of the things I see 
developing is confusion over identify-
ing Christianity as a religion, versus 
what does it mean to follow Jesus. Does 
that make sense? Sometimes a lot of the 
tension comes over people who want 
to convert people to traditions which 
are culture-bound, versus allowing the 
gospel to grow into new traditions in 
the new culture. Sometimes people are 
allowed to retain the cultural identity 
and the label for that is “Muslim” or 
“Hindu,” but their heart allegiance has 
most certainly shifted to Jesus. It’s hard 
for us to grasp how our own tradition is 
not being reflected in this new environ-
ment.

That brings up the 
matter of how insider 
movements deal with 

the rest of our Christian 
community.




